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This research activity is focused on thinning flowers or 
fruits on overloaded apple trees using new chemical 

thinners and technologies. This is the last year of field 
work at Walsh Farms in Berwick, N.S. while another year 

of field work will happen at the Ontario Crops Research 
Centre in Simcoe, Ont. 

In Simcoe, the spring return bloom was assessed 

on trees that were part of 2025 experiments. Thinning 

treatments in six chemical thinning experiments were 

applied in the spring. Four experiments from 2025 were 

repeated to ensure the results are repeatable over two 

years. Two new experiments testing the effects of sur-

factants and a spray solution pH to improve the efficacy 
of Accede sprays are happening—Accede sprays haven’t 
performed well in earlier experiments. Another exper-

iment is investigating tank-mix combination sprays of 

Brevis (metamitron) with various rates of Sevin XLR 

(carbaryl) and MaxCel (6-BA) to improve the efficacy of 
thinning with single sprays of Brevis.

In Nova Scotia, return bloom was assessed and re-

corded in the spring on trees that had been part of the 

previous year’s trials. Thinning trials in both Honeycrisp 

and Gala orchards were repeated for this growing 

season. Additional Brevis treatments were incorporated 

into the trial to further assess performance. Forecasts 

and final recommendations from the decision-support 
systems RIMpro and BreviSmart are being monitored to 

evaluate predictive accuracy and identify any regional 

limitations under local growing conditions.

 Thinned apple tree branch at the Nova Scotia site on Aug. 7, 2026.

The distance that should be between apples on a branch at the Nova 

Scotia site on Aug. 7, 2026. Photos: Toban Dyck
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With Accede applied later than other registered 

thinning products, researchers are exploring the envi-

ronmental and management factors that influence its 
effectiveness. At the same time, the first commercial 
growing season for Brevis offers a unique opportunity to 
evaluate thinning strategies under real-world conditions.

In Nova Scotia and Ontario, the growing season 

started with cooler-than-average temperatures and 

slow heat accumulation, delaying early development. 

However, conditions quickly shifted, and heat units ac-

cumulated rapidly, compressing management timelines 

and creating challenges for orchard decision-making. 

In Ontario, fruit drop was delayed after an extended 

post-bloom period of moderate temperatures with 

higher-than-average solar radiation. These conditions 

made it more difficult to remove fruit with chemical 
thinners. In Nova Scotia, fruit drop has been significant, 
which may lead to lower final crop loads. However, 
precipitation has remained limited across much of the 

region, with soil moisture reserves strained from last 

year’s drought. 

Evaluations in both regions will focus on how effectively 
treatments reduced fruit set and hand thinning require-

ments. Harvest evaluations will provide key insights into 

fruit quality, including weight, colour and grade.

KEY TAKEAWAYS:

• This is the first growing season that Brevis is 
registered for commercial use.

• This is the last year of field work at Walsh Farms in 
Berwick, N.S. while another year of field work will 
be done at the Ontario Crops Research Centre in 

Simcoe, Ont.

• Two new experiments in Ontario are testing the 

effects of surfactants and a spray solution pH to 
improve the efficacy of Accede sprays—Accede sprays 
haven’t performed well in earlier experiments.

• Tank-mix combination sprays of Brevis with various 

rates of Sevin XLR and MaxCel are being tested in 

Ontario to improve the efficacy of thinning using 
single sprays of Brevis.

• Thinning trials in both Honeycrisp and Gala orchards 

were repeated for this growing season in Nova Scotia. 

Additional Brevis treatments are being done to 

further assess performance.

An overloaded apple tree branch at the Nova Scotia site on Aug. 7, 

2026. Photo: Toban Dyck


